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ORIGIN PM-07 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EA-11 ISO-OO ARA-16 EUR-25 NEA-10 RSC-01 

CIAE-00 DODE-OO H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC- 10 PA-04 

PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 USIA-15 TRSE-00 SAJ-01 AID-20 A-01 

OPR-02 OC-06 CCO-OO PCH-04 /184R 

ARAFTED BY PM/ISO:DPASSAGE:DP 

APPROVED BY S/S - TRPICKERING 

PM/ISO - MR STODDART 

S/S-0 - MR FRY 

EUR/RPM - MR ROMINE 

NEA/RA - MR SCHIFF 

ARA/LA/PLC - MR BLOOMFIELD 

AF/RA - MR NAVEZ 

EA/RA - MR CHAPMAN 

SECDEF - GEN WICKHAM 

079980 

R 221610Z DEC 73 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO ALL DIPLOMATIC POSTS 
EN/AMEMBASSY SUVA BY POUCH 
AMEMBASSY BANJUL BY POUCH 
XMT AMEMBASSY SUVA 
AMEMBASSY BANJUL 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 249808 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR/XX/PFOR 

SUBJECT: US FORCES ALERT PROCEDURES 

FOR AMBASSADORS/CHARGES 

l.IN LIGHT OF OUR EXPERIENCE WITH THE OCTOBER 25 DE 
CLARA- 

TION OF AN ALERT CONDITION (DEFCON 3) FOR ALL US FORCES 
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WORLDWIDE, STATE AND DEFENSE HAVE REVIEWED PROCEDURES FOR 
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NOTIFICATIONS TO OUR AMBASSADORS AND ALLIES, AND APPROVED 
THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES: 

2. FOLLOWING A DECISION TO ALERT ALL OR A PORTION OF US 
MILITARY FORCES (I.E., ANY CHANGE IN DEFCON), STATE S 
OPERATIONS CENTER WILL AUTOMATICALLY BE INFORMED BY THE 
NMCC. THE OPERATIONS CENTER, AFTER APPROPRIATE URGENT 
CHECKS, WILL INFORM ALL US DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS. 

3. IN ORDER TO ENSURE THE MOST RAPID NOTIFICATION TO MISSIONS 
REDUNDANT CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION WILL ALSO BE USED. ALL 
SENIOR US MILITARY REPRESENTATIVES, INCLUDING DAO'S, CHIEFS 

OF MAAGS, AND OTHER SIMILAR MISSIONS, WILL BE INSTRUCTED TO 
NOTIFY THE US AMBASSADOR IMMEDIATELY UPON RECEIPT OF ALERT 
INSTRUCTIONS THROUGH THEIR OWN CHANNELS. 

4. AMBASSADORS/CHARGES IN COUNTRIES WHERE THE US HAS 
MILITARY FORCES OR WITH WHICH WE HAVE BI- OR MULTI-LATERAL 
SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS WILL BE SPECIFICALLY AUTHORIZED, 

EITHER IN THE INITIAL NOTIFICATION MESSAGE OR SEPARATELY, 

TO INFORM HOST GOVERNMENTS. OTHER THINGS BEING EQUAL, WE 
WOULD EXPECT TO BE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU WITH A CERTAIN 
AMOUNT OF INFORMATION OR GUIDANCE WITH THE FIRST, NOTIFI- 
CATION, MESSAGE. IF SUCH SHOULD NOT BE THE CASE, GUIDANCE 
WILL BE FORTHCOMING AS QUICKLY AS IT CAN BE DEVELOPED. 

5. THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE WOULD LIKE MOD'S OF ALL NATO 
COUNTRIES TO BE INFORMED IMMEDIATELY OF ANY US MILITARY 
ALERT ONCE NOTIFICATION TO OUR ALLIES HAS BEEN AUTHORIZED. 

A SECDEF MESSAGE WILL BE TRANSMITTED TO US EMBASSIES AND 
DEFENSE ATTACHES IN ALL NATO COUNTRIES WITH THE REQUEST 
THAT IT BE RELAYED TO MOD S AFTER AUTHORIZATION BY THE 
AMBASSADOR. 

6. AMBASSADORS IN COUNTRIES OTHER THAN THOSE WITH WHICH 
WE HAVE SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS OR IN WHICH WE HAVE US 
MILITARY FORCES SHOULD TAKE NO ACTION TO INFORM HOST 
GOVERNMENTS UNTIL SPECIFIC GUIDANCE HAS BEEN PROVIDED. 

IF THIS SHOULD CAUSE SERIOUS COMPLICATIONS, AMBASSADORS/ 
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CHARGES SHOULD IMMEDIATELY INFORM THE DEPARTMENT. 

7. IN THE EVENT YOU OR ANY MEMBERS OF YOUR STAFF ARE 
CALLED UPON TO UNDERTAKE ACTIONS WHICH YOU BELIEVE INAD- 
VISABLE, THESE SHOULD BE REPORTED IMMEDIATELY TO THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE (WITH COPIES TO OTHER DEPARTMENTS AND 
AGENCIES CONCERNED) FOR FURTHER CONSIDERATION. IF YOU 
BELIEVE SUCH ACTIONS WILL CAUSE SERIOUS COMPLICATIONS IN 
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BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH THE HOST GOVERNMENT, THIS TOO 
SHOULD BE REPORTED. 

8. FOR USNATO: IN ADDITION TO AUTOMATIC NOTIFICATION 
FROM STATE, USDELMC WILL BE INSTRUCTED TO INFORM YOU IMME- 
DIATELY OF ANY NOTIFICATION HE RECEIVES OF A CHANGE IN THE 
DEFENSE CONDITION OF US MILITARY FORCES. AS NOTED IN PARA 
4 ABOVE, SOME INFORMATION OR GUIDANCE SHOULD ACCOMPANY 
THE FIRST NOTIFICATION. FURTHER INFORMATION WILL FOLLOW 
AS QUICKLY AS IT CAN BE DEVELOPED. AS SOON AS AUTHORIZATION 
HAS BEEN GIVEN TO INFORM ALLIED GOVERNMENTS, YOU SHOULD 
ENSURE THAT THE SECRETARY GENERAL AND PERM REPS ARE IMME- 
DIATELY INFORMED. THE NATO MILITARY COMMITTEE SHOULD BE 
INFORMED AT THE SAME TIME. RUSH 

NOTE BY OCT: POUCHED TO SUVA AND BANJUL. 
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Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ARMED FORCES, MILITARY PLANS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 22 DEC 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: garlanwa 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973STATE249808 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: STATE 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1973128/aaaaafqz.tel 

Line Count: 131 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN PM 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: garlanwa 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 FEB 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <01 -Feb-2002 by martinjw>; APPROVED <11 MAR 2002 by garlanwa> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: US FORCES ALERT PROCEDURES FOR AMBASSADORS/CHARGES 
TAGS: MARR, PFOR, XX, US 
To: ALL POSTS MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 
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